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HE ohare is an old. saying ih Americans, above all others, shown a’ 
keep in the forefront of their minds during the post war period-~"The shores. 
oi the. business world are strewn with the wreckage of those who could not 
or would not change with the changing times." 


“American agriculture Sbaxted out rather simply at the time this 
ountry was founded. The colonists were mainly interested in producing — 
sufficient agricultural commodities to give them the necessary food and _ 
clothing to survive in this new world, and they were not thinking very mach — 
about anything else. Agriculture was almost entirely a business centered 
around the individual farm. Here, by their own efforts, the people pro- 
duced the bare necessities of life and sold just enough to secure a fev 
additional essentials imported from Europe, but agriculture was not a real 
industry. _ Practically everyone was engaged in farming, whereas today prob- — oh 
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Na As the (blontes developed and expanded, their simple wants in- 
_ereased, and they did not have the necessary manufacturing facilities to pro- 
ee. ots so they co aaa these articles from abroad and paid for them 


a be ce manufactured articles, and , ee hai trade flourished, The 
desire of Great Britain to keep the Naasig as sources of ray materials 


I: 


ne Revolution. 


Be ely tee neh Revolution, America si eeted to develop ina big Waye 
“Agri ulture expanded, and although the percentage of the total population 
ngaged in the actual cultivation of the land was constantly decreasing, 
the. total | volume of agricultural products increased, due to better seed, 
dette ‘machinery, and other improved practices, However, people paid lit- — 
no ettention to Sygate the fertility of the soil they tilled. 
was worn out and excausted by the preveiling exploitative type ale 
ericulture, the people packed their household goodsin a wagon and moved ~ 
Oward the jest, where they found rewarding virgin land. For reasons that 
shall not attempt to expiain, people who had heen used to taking care of 


pens in Pee failed to do so here, Perhaps they Hae the soil eee: 
Bub in) any. o/h 
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our country had changed from a debtor to a creditor nation. We did not 
know exactly what this meant, but we did understand that the people ins 


mand for toms, enced ‘anat improvements. 
Capital in: this country to make these improveme 
Hurope wherever we could. ‘Te paid for this capital ay oxees ¥ 
tural commodities in ever-increasing volume. That we really did was to f 
nance the building 6f America by trading. our soil capital (in the form of 
fertility) for the Old Yorld's money capital, and I think it was really a 
very costly trade. Occasionally, someone would raise his voice in protest 
against the exploitation of the fertility of our soil but, in general, his 
voice was drowned in the hum of eet eee dévelopment. bee eh 


. After. the. fires Yorld War, economic conditions forced us to. look | ¢ 
around and see the result of our experiences up to that time. ‘e found chet 


Europe no longer had investments in this country which provided then with 
the funds to buy our agricultural products. ‘Te knew our production had. i 
been stepped up tremendously in order to aid the tar effort, and surpluses _ 

began to appear. “te finally realized that some of our better farming areas 
were no longer producing as abundantly and as effitiently as they had Lee 
the past. ‘e found that the American policy of high protective tariffs Pe 
made it increasingly difficult for Ruropeans to sell sufficient goods | and : 
services here to pay for the farm commodities they needed. ‘Ye noticed that 
they were trading in other parts of the world where they could make such an 
exchange. ‘Te were struggling with ourselves to find out whether we wanted 
to be a pert of a world economy or whether we wanted to live within ourse: 
~-and to a, certain extent we still are, ne 


for their aifficutties in a hard and painful way. Some of ‘those. parioual ee 
for more swift and positive action have criticized democracies as opposed — 
to the dictator-type or highly centralized type of government. But democ 
racies have, among other highly desirable features, one very strong point 
that the Nazi-type of government does not have. A democracy Has within — 
the framework of its governmental structure the machinery spits fo r 
recting such errors, . 

_ And so, we started, “slowly but. surely, to correct some of the 
errors we had been making. Sas Caer 


Our agricultural surpluses dontinaod to pile up as our foreign 
markets steadily decreased, Prices of farm commodities sank lower and 
lower. Farmers plowed additional land in order to raise more crops so +. 
increased volume at lower prices would furnish them with sufficient mone 
to pay their fixed costs. Prices went even lover, The farmers plowed 
land. Wature screamed at our recklessness, and the duststorms laid the 
evidence of our abuse of the soil on every housewife's window ledge, 
farmers! buying power in the markets almost vanished, The cash regist 
in the country stores were silent. The "Okies" were on the march, and 
dance of the soil exploitative type of agriculture went faster nies 


. . The agricultural depression became Nattoneiae oat everyone 
affected. “le were grievously injured. Ye woke up, rubbed our eyes 
said, "This is something » we ean: ae, longer tolerate--let us ec c 


a found many amazing Meets a 
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ie ede “First, we tourna’ ee we. 5 hoe? séttled our lest Sei ouledeae ee 
sie fox, the salty. waters of the’ Pacific halted our westward march, We hed 
pe red wherever a plow ‘would. work, ‘e- ‘stopped. and” Tooked.back along our 
and we sew a shameful record, written. On phe land. . Because ve had on. 
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CSG ACD Veether Sothe: me. ee a WAS - thee Anguatey, even ‘in good times, 
was no longer: absorbing the young ‘people from, the farms at the same rate it 
had in the past. The “nét . result of this: MAS, that the movement from the ferm | 
ie} the city was reduced to a mere’ “trickle. and ‘was even reversed for a time 
quatter 1029.>: ‘;Regple piled up on the ferms, and during, the 10-year period 
following 1gs9 more “thar 2 million people were added to the farm popula- 
tion while, gue to. téchnological‘ improvements, fewer farmers were ‘actually 
‘required to supply the. aericultural'needs of the people. Today, in spite 
(of a. stialler supply of. ‘lebor,. ve “are: ‘turning ‘out: the greatest production Sas 
the history of our agriculture. * (Please keep. this fact in mind for your iu- soa, 
Nihie ne: i 


y tt mgt be undérstood that, after the war, asviculuiee cannot 
orb additional workers: without paying the terrific cost of a lower stand- 
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Patt tb: ie nye opinion ‘ohat the apt ty ae sneetey and commerce. woven nae 
ab 0 tHe. ‘surplus pericultural population ‘produced on the farm is one of en 
' ein factors in insuring for us a sound soil conservation program--and, _— 
}-I-don't need to tell you thet a program of that kind is a pro- — ee 
Y human: Th ails at the same time, nave: 
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U itaebry. tells’ us: that the tains point in the affairs of nations ae) 
n coincided with: ‘the decline in the fertility of their soil. Ac- 
; to a study of the’ Roman Empire, we find that the farmers were drawn 
ranks of their legions. The farms. were feglected, and when the Tae 
i ‘returned | from the wars, they found their farms in decay and that ut 
ry Wi » no longer ‘able to: produce a living for the operator. The soldiers 
greg ted more and more jin the cities, causing unemployment and unrest. 

1 13 to prevent their action as mobs that the ancient Caesars provided 

and circuses. But this was only a temporary expedient. Rome failed 
problem and soon gave way to a fresher, more virile type. of 
inly we can avoid a similar fate. 
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- tle short of some of these products, due principally. to the war: effort end — 
the increased income of laboring people, we are-more conscious of our — 


people are aware of the size or ages het of these dividends, — ble 


into the crystal ball of the  Fubare with inte: 
sa cak Bae aa . | 


: I hoe everyone. is now more conscious or ‘the ‘importance of fe) 
than ever before. ° This. is particularly true of the important sources ° 
protein, such as meat, poultry, and dairy products. Now that we are. a 
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ee ‘upon these Poors than ever hetero. Food is.a Biba a bse 


“ae 


ea to treat. our farm Lands eens) using good igi lbeonbeneane mastodan aes 
and Water-conserving measures, we could not have done the production job we Nita 


are oe Dee These abundant crops are not al SGA RE a oacet hes eae 
cident. : A a sway, San Shy . a: eras 


A little over 2 years ago at was in Sania ae ‘(ater with some” 
British Cabinet members about the food situation and I found they were 
oughly familiar with the importance of protein foods, © I.-will’ repeat just 
one conversation, which I think will illustrate the point I wish to make, . 
and it will also give’ Agint a / clearer picture of the estes al of food as 
a war weapon, | | ae Spe aa et Phe k 


Just. before returning from England in 1941, I called on Mr. Bevi 
the Peete coy of Labor, and I told him that if American. agriculture. were 
going to furnish all the food England seemed. to. need it would be a tre 
dous task and that I. would like to know from him just exactly how imps 
additional food would be in the total war effort. Remember ‘that was befo a 
Pearl Harbor. .He said that if America would give Great Britain. ‘suffici 
meat, eggs, and cheese so they could increase the basic ration of the 
poring people engaged in the war industries, he would guarantee to inc 
the output of these war industries 20 percent in a month's time. That 
an astounding statement, but-it was a true statement, and the increased s 
plies of food. sent from this country enabled them to keep that. promise. 
‘a plane or a tank or a gun is manufactured over there, it.is just: that. 
less drain. on our manpower, shipping, and natural resources. The foods 
are raising in this country will be one of the most potent forces at the 
peace table. Our limited experience in soil conservation has paid divin. 
dends far beyond our fondest expectations, but, unfortunately, not many 
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‘Protein foods are the di rect result of sound sont connenie aes 
farming, ‘because livestock hae ee y great deal of hay. and. sisi = ; 


Aeiletine” crops, such as ‘Soteons COPRG Sa tobacco, ene more ‘acres of 
soil-conserving crops, such as grass and pasture, We will have a bet 


_ balanced. year-round. type of agriculture and make a larger and stead ee 


contribution to the national income, and it will be possible for the Am 
ican people to correct some of the dietary deficiencies our. lower i 
people have suffered in. ah PAets 


nt had ite dineldne, and 
each t visited the 


’ : the he Mo owed me “round his Jt Au was struck with the Sih: 

oe poe fine, productive pastures and that all his beef cat— 

: », dai When I told 

; e doctor Tt Tee we way of renin, he said, "Well, I?ll tell you, Mr. 

‘ Cate ‘am an ola man now and I don't have. the “time or: the energy to enter 
into a long drawn-out controversy, but I was one “of those who did some of the 
original ‘research work. on vitamins and almost ‘all of my colleagues laughed 
vat me at firsty.. However, ‘that attitude. has completely changed, Now I want 

— to tell you that the products of livestock which have been fed on good grass ia 
in the sunshine are superior from a nutritional standpoint to the products et 
(of livestock 1 not so raised. " 


: ; The : prose? ‘coubined with feed grown | on fertile land, produces the ~ 
best possible products for human consumption from a nutritional standpoint, tod 
and, in addition, this. type of agriculture returns the maximum to the soil. ; 
Many, times, soil is just considered dirt, but. that. is not true as fertile 

peett BU Sew Ros eee Re imumas and living organisms, and unless one maintains the 

peecbes, Boe one will not have a highly productive farm, . 


ee if we eenaeaan this soil conservation problem from. a long-time 
ee nea cne of the first things we will have to do is to convince the 
American people. that conservation of the soil is a national problem, Farmers 
come and go, but the land they farm remains forever, and unless this land Pe 
kept up properly it cannot serve future generations as it should.<. Lootuua 

ay merely Yaising this point because I think our Government, along with other 
.. governments,’will have to consider soil fertility as a great national resource 5 
that cannot be: poneae ores by wasteful farming. . =é) oy 


at Aas Intemational Food Conference in Hot ‘springs tae May, soil io 

The representa~ ot 
}} ee vt 
‘and. I think the very fact that they were so interested in this problem in- 
cates that the whole world is aware of the necessity for action. Asa More 
ter of fact, when I was in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, Bade 
E urvey was made of public opinion in some of the eastern towns. and cities, i 
and it was found that an overwhelming percentage of the people in these 
owns avid cities were in favor of soil conservation, although I am quite 
ce ae few of them had a very clear idea of what 4 Was. 
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Blom, let's take ‘a look at some of the recommendations made at the 


Ne 1K, con'sERVING LAND AND WATER RESOUROES 
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mets ¢ Soll. erosion has in the past destroyed or severely limited 
the utility of vast areas of land and will in the future, un- at 
Raa ss checked, constitute the greatest physical danger to the my. 
world's food SR lar 
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"2. Failure to conserve and control water supplies and to use 
them efficiently has, in many areas, yeas Sach Bae ne eh 


ttey increase in food PE . P 
- er To meet the ean heads of he growing world population and } 
, $0 ensure high nutritional standards, .all land in agricultural 4 


“Use or suitable for being brought into’ sgricultural use should 
be adequately protected from erosion and from ‘any other serious 
damage by. various measures, including structural work and the 
insurance of Baerga aan f sericulturel nbaleer and USD er 

: practices; abi 


"4, The conserving of land and water ‘resources ‘should be re- 
garded as an obligation of governments as well as individuals," 


! It ig fitting arid proper that ‘you people in the towns ‘and cities 
should exercise leadership in this new crusade: bécause, as time goes on, 
‘the residents of ‘towns and cities will have a great stake -in. seeboattatee 

Our national gericultural | programs should be based on sound soil: conserva—. 
tion farming, combined with a large ever-normal granary for the protection 

of consumers, and acreage allotments and’ marketing quotas fort he protection 
of the farmers, If the effort is successful, we will have a different type 
of agriculture from that we have at the present time because we will automatical-— 
of ly produce more of the fruits, méat, poultry, snd: dairy products required for 
ee well-balanced diet;‘and there with: ‘be an abundance of these products over 
‘a long period of years. ‘One of your problems will. be to keep industrial en- 
ployment at a high level so the'people will have the purchasing power to buy 
the products of soil conservation: farming.” In a generation, the type of . 
people who live in this country will: be changed. ‘They willbe healthier 
people and brighter people, and I am sure that combination will mean- they: 
will be better citizens--so from any angle you may care to view a project 
of this kind, it seems all the people will benefit: The connection be- 

tween fertile soil and:-a well-balanced diet. is so’ Close. that many people .. 
refer to the agricultural program of the ae as a ELT Eney between. nu= 
trition and soil Boal Welbon ee ee : 


aN “There is ee aspect of this Weols protien i ak to aieeuue 
rather frankly with you, and that is the relationship of our agricultural 
colleges to a program of this kind, Now, the agricultural colleges in = .. 
this country nave not, as s general rule, considered €rass. a. good crop.” 
All too frequently, they take the’point of view that grass should be’ grown 
on land which cannot be used for other crops. As a matter of fact, there 
is plenty of evidence to indicate that grass on good land will produce 
just as good returns, if not better, than any of the! soil-~depleting. crops: 
customarily grown on. good land. JI am not particularly critical of the 
colleges, because I think they gave us ‘the information we wanted. ‘Ye 
wanted. to produce abundant crops, and they gave use the knowledge to do 

that. Now we want to: change our agriculture toward thé grassland type, 
and I think ve should make it plain’ to them that the Ace amahin and 
research of the future should’ be Bhene that Line. 
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In many parts of the world, the grassland type of agriculture 
has been making rapid strides, You cen rotate pastures, but who knows a 
great deal about it? What are the best types of grasses for our particu- 
lar soils and climates? How can we best utilize grass, and how can we 
build up and maintain these pastures? These questions and many others 
require answers, but we cannot be certain of them until we have more ex- 
perience than we have had to date, Perhaps the colleges can give us the 
ansvers relatively soon. In the meantime, I think we should see that all 
our agricultural programs point toward a proper balance between soil- 
depleting and soil-conserving crops as soon as the war is over, and if 
industry is unable to keep the people employed so our national income is 
high enough to provide people, with the purchasing power needed to consume 
the products of this type of farming, the Government will have to step in 
and see that the people do not suffer for the lack of a proper diet, 


I am afraid I haven't helped you very much in the study of your 
problem beyond raising a few questions and pointing out a few courses of 
action. This is a new cause--it is timely and it needs consideration very, 
very badly. It is a worthy cause into which you cen put your energy and 
enthusiasm because its successful accomplishment will mean that our coun—- 
try will go forward, I am certain that unless you are successful, the 
forward progress of our country vill gradually slow down and then the long 
decline will start, The road "forks" right now, and the challenge to all 
of us is the one I outlined at the beginning of my talk-~Can ve change with 
the changing times? Can ve make democracy work? 


I say "Yes," because I believe we still have the same courage, 
resourcefulness, and foresight our forefathers had when they founded this 
country. They broke away from old habits and customs and from the ties of 
their native lands, They did a great:many things over here that were con- 
sidered radical at that time. But because they did blaze a new trail in 
every sense of the word, they created a civilization without parallel in 
human history. Of course, they had a great many natural resourcés to work 
with, but many other countries have great natural resources, too, and still 
they have a low standard of living, I think if we have the courage, vi-~ 
sion, and resourcefulness to take the magnificent machinery we will have 
when the war is over, and do » job for the coming generation comparable with 
that done for us by our forefathers, peace and prosperity will be with us, 
If we do not, we shall certainly lose the gains that have been made. 
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